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Each person has access to two doors in their life—one is the door
of our heart which can only be opened by a latch on our side. The Lord
Jesus knocks on this door for us to invite Him in.

The other door also can only be opened by a latch on our side. It is
the door of our mind. Satan knocks on this door to entice us to open and
receive psychic knowledge of the occult world.

The door of one’s heart is the way into the kingdom of God; if our
heart is closed to the Lord then our mind can become a way of deception
into a kingdom of darkness and death. The knocker that Satan is using
today on the other side of this door is the New Age Message.

There is a way which seems right to a man, but its end is the way
of death. (Proverbs 14:12)

His strategic emphasis is not what we might believe it to be. It is
not atheism or communism that will deceive most of mankind. On the
contrary, Satan is emphasizing the spiritual realm. His now word to the
world is “be spiritual; understand the mysteries that will unlock your
full potential. You are God.”

Man was created for God who placed within each of us a desire
that can only be satisfied when we come to know Him. Thus, in human
nature there is an inner hunger to explore mysteries of the spirit world.
The issue is whether we will meet God’s conditions as expressed in the
gospel for coming to know Him, or be drawn away by carnal desire to
explore the psychic world of the occult. Do we heed the gently voice of
the Holy Spirit to our heart, or the call of Satan to self exaltation? The is-
sue is one of life or death!

THE MYSTERY OF GODLINESS

The Christian faith is based on God’s mystery, which is Christ
Himself (Colossians 2:2-3). Jesus came to earth as God in the flesh
where He lived a perfect and sinless life. This incarnation of God is a
mystery. Then, out of love for us, He willingly took all of mankind’s sin
upon Himself and became sin on our behalf. Bearing our sin, He died in
our place on the cross. Because He was innocent, He became our sin of-
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fering and was resurrected from the dead. Being glorified, He was then
raised up and seated at the right hand of the Father where He now inter-
cedes for us. These truths are spoken of in scripture as a mystery (1
Timothy 3:16).

Whenever a person believes in Him as He is revealed in the gos-
pel, repents of their sin and personally accepts the Lord Jesus as Savior,
their sins are forgiven and Christ comes to indwell that person to live
and bring forth righteousness. This indwelling presence of God in man
is also described in scripture as a great mystery (Colossians 1:25-27).

Salvation and the way of godliness are mysteries because they are
only understood and possessed through revelation to our heart. They do
not come via reasoning or intellect. We can only be saved through faith
in Him who is revealed to our hearts by the Holy Spirit.

That, if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in
your heart that God raised Him from the dead you shall be saved;
for with the heart man believes, resulting in righteousness, and
with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation. (Romans

10:9-10)

Salvation is based on regenerated hearts; not on enlightened
minds! This absolutely vital distinction must be clearly proclaimed in
the gospel we preach ,for the world today faces the greatest mental de-
ception Satan has ever tempted mankind with. The climax of his delu-
sion will be the “mystery of lawlessness,” which is Satan’s final step in
his strategy of rebellion against God.

THE MYSTERY OF LAWLESSNESS

The final conflict of the ages for the souls of men is even now be-
ginning. I believe every person will be brought to a place of decision for
or against the Lord before Jesus returns. The gospel of the kingdom
shall be preached in the whole world for a witness to all nations; as a re-
sult, a great harvest will be gathered into the church as thousands upon
thousands are converted to Christ.

Although multitudes are redeemed there will also be a falling
away of many who, not being established in the faith, will be drawn into
the occult by Satan’s deception.



But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall away
from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines
of demons. (I Timothy 4:1)

And at that time many will fall away and will deliver up one an-
other and hate one another. And many false prophets will arise
and mislead many. And because lawlessness is increased most
people’s love will grow cold. (Matthew 24:10-12)

Those who will not receive love of the truth so as to be saved will
be deceived into believing what is false. The apex of this deception con-
cerns what scripture calls the “man of lawlessness” (or the antichrist), a
man of sin who will ultimately be indwelt by Satan (2 Thessalonians
2:3-12). He will be incarnate having bodily form and substance.

The deception that will lead people to believe this man will be
based on mighty demonstrations of occultic power, lying signs and false
wonders. These activities will take place over a period of time under an
umbrella of mind-oriented “theology” known as the New Age Move-
ment. Although it is in reality the doctrines of demons, New Age teach-
ing has been fashioned so as to have mental appeal to peoples of both
Eastern and Western cultures.

The man of sin will emerge as a dominant authority figure and
leader in world affairs. he will appear to have answers for monumental
problems concerning military, economic, religious and political issues
that face the nations. He will proclaim a new age of enlightenment, the
Astrological New Age of Aquarius in which there will be one world
government and one world religion.

The mystery of lawlessness will eventually be recognized by the
world for who he is to their sorrow, when they understand that Satan has
become incarnate in him. Satan enters this man so that he will be wor-
shipped as god by the world, for this he has desired above all else from
the beginning!

And now you are aware what is detaining for him to be unveiled
in his own era (Satan, who as a spirit being is the detainer or re-
strainer of righteousness, will be unveiled). For the secret of law-
lessness is already operating. Only when the present detainer
(Satan) may be coming to be out of the midst (i.e. appearing in the
midst of the people), then will be unveiled the lawless one (i.e. Sa-
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tan incarnate) . . . whose presence is in accord with the operation
of Satan . . . . (2 Thessalonians 2:6-9, Concordant Literal New
Testament)

During this terrible period of trouble, the antichrist will control
commerce and permit no one to buy or sell without taking his mark upon
either their right hand or upon their forehead. It will apparently involve
a Luciferian rite; in any case, to take his mark is to be eternally lost
(Revelation 13:16-17, 14:11, 16:2, 19:20). This time of testing will be
brought to an end by the coming of the Lord.

In order to avoid these snares of the devil and be able to clearly
and intelligently warn others, one must be able to recognize New Age
activities and teaching in the light of God’s word. This is necessary if
the church is to be effective in evangelizing those who are candidates
for this deception. Christians have nothing to fear from Satan. We are to
overcome him and expose his works. The tools that we have been given
to accomplish this are the gospel in its simplicity, along with the gifts
and ministries of the Holy Spirit (James 4:7-8; Ephesians 6:10-18).

(1) ORIGIN

Practices and teachings of the New Age are not new; they have
been around for centuries. In the 1960°s, evil spirits from the East began
to have a growing influence upon nations of the West. This came about
through an influx of swamis and gurus from India, and because of many
in the drug scene who went to India to consult such people. It is signifi-
cant that this took place during the charismatic renewal; apparently Sa-
tan’s reaction to a work of the Holy Spirit.

In 1975, various groups of the occult came together to form the
“New Age Movement.” It is a growing entity that is best described as a
loosely linked communication network of diverse psychic/occultic lit-
erature and teaching in which there is mutual support but no, one, over-
all leader.

It represents an umbrella “theology” that unites common occultic
themes and practices, even groups with quite different emphases, such
as witchcraft and astrology. Together they are like a might octopus with
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tentacles of deceit and death reaching out to every section of society. It
is the deep darkness that the prophet Isaiah saw covering the earth in the
last days (Isaiah 60:2).

(2) WHAT IS ITS MESSAGE?

It promises a counterfeit millennium, the astrological New Age of
Aquarius. This is to be an age of enlightenment without the God of the
bible, where man is enthroned. The concepts of God, the world, man
and salvation are taken from classic Hinduism, as are many related mys-
tical experiences. It is pantheistic in that God and nature are one. There
is one ultimate kind of matter for all things. If all is one, then there can
be no sin, death or guilt of sin. Therefore, the substitutionary death of
Christ is meaningless. Hinduism agrees that Jesus is God, but no more
than we can be. He simply achieved “Christ consciousness,” something
we can all attain to. After this life one can reach higher levels of exis-
tence through cycles of reincarnation.

The pantheistic God is impersonal, neither speaking or acting.
Space and time are considered illusions. Thus, there is no concept of di-
vine revelation as in Christianity. Rather, spiritual knowledge is always
available to anyone who, by an “altered state of consciousness,” is able
to perceive it. This is where demonic deception comes into play. The
mental ability to penetrate the illusion of space and time, and thereby
achieve this new state of consciousness, comes from mystical occultic
experiences. For example, through medium contact, guidance in the
form of messages is received from spirit beings who falsely identify
themselves as “extra terrestrials from other galaxies,” or as persons who
have lived on earth at some time in the past. However, they are demons
whose objective is to deceive and entrap the listener.

The psychic messages given to the inquirers are mind and ego
oriented designed to turn the listener to himself and away from God and
His word. They contradict what scripture teaches on repentance, the
need for forgiveness of sin, God’s judgment, the blood of Christ, the na-
ture and persons of God, etc. The following are some examples of mes-
sages that have been received:

* “Love yourself; you are God.”
* “You have lived before.”

» “There are many paths to God; choose your own.”



» “There is no eternal Savior, no atonement for sin, no hell, no res-
urrection, no judgment.”

» “All religions are one.”

» “The New Age god exists as energy that is vibrating everywhere
in the universe; get into harmony with it and achieve higher
planes of awareness.”

+ “Suffering, heartbreak, sickness and death are all opportunities to
wake up. Especially death. All is good.”

» “There is no good or evil; both are two side of the same coin.”

» “The belief that you are bad, a form of evil, distorts your vision
and self esteem. This belief enables you to produce negative re-
sults in the world. You are made of the same stuff as God, and that
is nothing but God. You are good. You are not evil. No one is
evil.”

One does not have to go to a medium for messages that have a
common theme with these. Psychotherapists who teach a self-ist psy-
chology emphasizing self-love, self-seeking, self-esteem and self-
actualization present a mental foundation upon which New Age decep-
tion can be built. Two such well recognized programs are e.s.t. (Erhard
Seminars Training) and Silva Mind Control. These are a blend of human
potential psychology and Eastern mysticism. Striving to raise one’s hu-
man potential through love of self by self-assertion and self-confidence
can lead to self-deification. It is wise to remember that pride is the father
of all sin, and that humility is a work of greatness in God’s kingdom.

The bible teaches us to exercise self-control and self-discipline,
and to measure our individual worth in terms of how much God loves
us, and by recognizing the price He paid for our salvation.

(3) THE SUBTLE APPEAL OF THE NEW AGE

The message of classic Hinduism would not appeal to a typical
Western mind. It teaches that what is earthly is in direct conflict with the
spiritual. Therefore, anyone seriously seeking salvation should re-
nounce the world and pleasures. The world and events in it are an illu-
sion and therefore obstacles to overcome. This emphasis can be seen in
the so-called Hindu “holy men” who go about naked, without posses-
sions and often covered with ashes.



To appeal to Western culture, the New Age has modified this as-
pect of Hinduism to now affirm the value of world realities such as peo-
ple, culture, peace, the environment, education, politics, etc. Instead of
“turn-on, tune-in and drop-out” as Timothy Leary used to preach during
the 1960°s in his endorsement of Hinduism, candidates today are now
offered a challenge of changing the world by preparing for the New Age
of enlightenment. For example, groups of New Agers will come to-
gether for collective meditation and to harmonize their psychic energy
in an attempt to bring peace, or for some other “good cause.”

They also place much emphasis on improving one’s self and
one’s work capability with psychological self-esteem teaching. The
blend of self-actualization with psychic phenomena, along with a chal-
lenge to change the world, is what makes the New Age so subtle and ap-
pealing to the uninformed.

Western culture has been prepared for the New Age Movement
by the teachings of various Mind Science cults (i.e. Theosophy, Chris-
tian Science, Unity). The theology of these groups is a 19th century oc-
cultism mixed with certain Hindu concepts.

The teaching of evolution has helped prepare the way for the New
Age concept of cosmic evolution where one supposedly evolves into a
higher plane of existence through cycles of reincarnation. In a similar
sense, secular humanism is a stepping stone to self-deification.

It is easy to understand how these ungodly teachings can appeal
to the unregenerated man.

(4) NEW AGE STRATEGY

There are two primary objectives that compromise the New Age
strategy to change the world.

(1) Personal Transformation

This is a psychic counterfeit of Christian regeneration. Individu-
als are “transformed” when he (or she) achieves an altered (higher) con-
sciousness. New Agers also speak of this experience as a “paradigm
shift” (a shift in one’s perspective of reality). However Christians rec-
ognize the experience as being demonized. This unfortunate state usu-
ally begins by what appears to be an innocent, harmless experiment or
technique that promises to increase one’s potential. It may also start as
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simply an exercise to satisfy one’s curiosity about magic or the un-
known. The critical step is to seek for guidance in personal decisions
from the psychic realm rather than from God.

This state is arrived at through one or more mystical/psychic ex-
periments in which contact is made with the spirit world. When a me-
dium is used (often while in a trance) as in a seance, the spirit contracted
will generally pretend to be someone known to the inquirer, who had
died. Familiarity with personal details are used to deceive the listener.
The channel is a medium who supposedly can contact an entity who
died thousands of years ago and has now “evolved” to the state of “an-
cient master,” “ascended masters,” masters of wisdom” or “wise ones.”
Other names given by “less exalted” spirits are “light bearers,” spirit
guides,” inner guides,” “inner teachers,” etc. In all cases, the messages
are from demons who the bible calls “familiar spirits.”

There are other practices that the New Age encourages to lead
one into contact with the spirit world apart from any medium. Three of
the most significant are the use of psychedelic drugs, obsession with
hard (metallic) rock music and fantasy role—playing games such as
“Dungeons and Dragons.”

(i1) Planetary Transformation

The New Age seeks to win sufficient individuals so as to be able
to change the world. To accomplish this, they focus on leaders and per-
sons of social influence in the professions, especially education, the me-
dia, politics, religion, health care and psychology. Education appears to
have been given highest priority. Their influence in our schools is sig-
nificant and increasing.

(5) NEW AGE PRACTICES AND PSYCHO-TECHNIQUES

The following are some occultic practices plus supporting psy-
chological beliefs and experiences that abound in the New Age Move-
ment. These are all demonic in origin and are to be avoided by
Christians.

+ Astrology (use of horoscopes and astrological charts to make de-
cisions)

 Crystals (wearing crystals to ward off negative forces; gazing
into crystal balls for fortune telling)



Spiritualist churches

Tarot cards (used along with astrology and numerology in divina-
tion)

Ouija boards

Pendulum prophecy (divination by pendulum motion)

Seances and channeling (medium contact with the spirit world)
Yoga

Transcendental Meditation (T.M.)

U.F.O. experiences/encounters

Witchcraft

Reincarnation

Clairvoyance (power to perceive matters beyond human ability)
E.S.P.

Precognition (predicting future events)

Telepathy (transfer of one’s thoughts to another’s mind)
Out-of-body experiences

Mind Control Therapy (i.e., e.s.t.; Silvan Mind Control, etc.)

Self-induced Creative Visualization (i.e., psychologically initi-
ated visions)

Satanism (most New Agers would not knowingly worship Satan)
The word of God clearly warns us to not practice such things:

Do not turn to mediums or spiritists, do not seek them or be de-
filed by them. I am the Lord your God. (Leviticus 19:31)

As to the person who turns to mediums and to spiritists, to play
the harlot after them, I will set my face against that person and
will cut him off from among his people. (Leviticus 20:6)

There shall not be found among you anyone . . . who uses divina-
tion, one who practices witchcraft, or one who interprets omens
or a sorcerer, or one that casts a spell, or a medium, or a spiritist,
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or one who calls up the dead. For whoever does these things is
detestable to the Lord . . . . (Deuteronomy 18:10-12)

But the . . . unbelieving . . . the murderess, immoral persons and
sorcerers . . ., their part will be in the lake that burns with fire and
brimstone which is the second death. (Revelation 21:8)

Satan has three approaches to draw persons into error and decep-
tion. To one who has limited understanding of God’s ways he will pres-
ent error as truth and darkness as light. To one with greater
understanding and spiritual awareness of God’s word, he brings a mix-
ture of truth and error. To one who is Spirit-filled and committed to walk
in the light of all revealed truth, he brings an over emphasis of some
truth to the extent there is an unbalance in the message preached, which
can lead to error. In all cases, he seeks to instill pride and self sufficiency
in the people who will listen to him. To have spiritual pride in one’s
heart is to shake hands with the devil!

There are significant numbers of persons in or on the periphery of
traditional mainline churches who are potential candidates for New Age
deception. Any demonstration of supernatural power can appear to
them to be a work of God. The New Age attempts to infiltrate such
churches. New Agers will speak with glowing enthusiasm about God
(to them a cosmic force or energy) and about atonement (to them at-
one-ment with nature and the universe). The New Age “gospel” they
preach is presented as an updating extension of the gospel of the bible.
They will speak of the new birth (to them reincarnation) and the good-
ness of religion (to them all religions). They will promote psychother-
apy techniques as the way to attain greater spirituality (such as Yoga,
T.M., Mind Control, etc.). In all of these endeavors, they will frequently
quote scripture, but always out of context and never so as to encourage a
study of the bible.

Fundamental Christians with a strong emphasis on knowing
scripture, but who are not Spirit-filled, and therefore unfamiliar with
spiritual gifts, would not normally be attracted to psychic experiences in
the occult. In fact, out of fear of all supernatural manifestations they
draw back from being equipped with true spiritual gifts. As a conse-
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quence, they are weakened in their ability to help deliver those in bond-
age or demonized from the occult. In addition, because their emphasis is
more mind and knowledge oriented, they can be susceptible to subtle
mental avenues of deception. The most obvious example is the use of
“Christian” psychology for counseling rather than simply using the
word of God. Psychology and the message of self-worth and self-
actualization in dealing with the psyche and mind of those with personal
problems easily leads into psychotherapy practices of the New Age.

Another example can be found in certain holistic health teachings
that have been adopted from Eastern religions. These appeal to the mind
while appearing to offer hope to those who are ill. The refined foods,
chemical additives and junk foods of our culture also encourage this
trend. However, New Agers believe that health is a matter of energy, not
material matter. They teach that our body is affected by cosmic forces of
energy, and that one can manipulate this spiritual energy to gain health.
This is accomplished through certain relaxation exercises (i.e. Yoga),
mediation and diet (i.e. vegetarianism, etc.). The body is considered an
instrument, along with the mind, in the quest for self-deification and it
must be carefully tuned for harmony with the universal energy. Some
words they use to speak of this body-energy relationship are: Prana,
Ch’1, Ying and Yang. This is clearly another door that can lead into oc-
cult experiences and practices. One of the doctrines of demons prophe-
sied for the last days is “to abstain from certain foods” ( 1 Timothy 4:3).

A Spirit-filled Christian is not immune from the forces of decep-
tion. Truth emphasized to the extreme becomes error. We cannot over-
emphasize any one truth without beginning to neglect another. The fault
for such an unbalance usually can be traced to placing too much empha-
sis on one’s ability to understand, to have knowledge and reasoning, and
not depending enough on the Lord and power of the Holy Spirit.

One example is an over emphasis on seeking spiritual guidance
through what is called visualization, where a believer searches in a dis-
ciplined fashion with his imagination for an image of the Lord. The im-
age will then “come to life” in his imagination and converses with the
seeker, who keeps a journal record of the conversation. The New Age
teaches that we can bring into existence whatever we visualize, since
“we create our own reality.” Thus, one can tap into an unlimited poten-
tial by visualizing whatever he wishes, such as wealth and possessions
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for himself. Thus, the question one must ask is whether such an image is
a “mental idol” or a reality of the Lord Himself.

Much of the psychology used to support visualization came from
the work of Carl Jung, a world famous psychologist who developed his
teaching messages from a psychic (demonic) guide. Jung was a de-
monized occultist for most of his life, and the revelations and visions he
received from the spirit world was the basis of his teaching.

The Lord has made provision for all the spiritual guidance we will
ever need. He has given us His word for instruction, and He gives us the
Holy Spirit to reveal Himself and His word to us. He has also given cer-
tain gifts of the Holy Spirit that bring truth to us. These include the word
of knowledge, the word of wisdom, the discerning of spirits and the
three prophetic gifts. In addition, if He wishes to reveal something new
to us He can do so by visions, or if we are asleep, by dreams. Both
dreams and visions are initiated by the Lord. He also speaks into our
heart as we seek Him in prayer and worship. It is by these avenues that
we can have the mind of Christ; and in a// cases the Lord brings truth to
us through our spirit. Our interface to God is by our heart and not by our
mind or imagination! There is no “latent” or undeveloped power in the
human mind; power comes from the spirit realm; either from the Lord or
from demonic influences.

Revelation is a God initiated anointing of our spirit; visualization
is a psychologically initiated exercise of the imagination that can lead to
idols of the mind. The Spirit of God enlightens the eyes of our hearts
(Ephesians 1:18); the New Age seeks to enlighten the mind. Imagina-
tion is not reality!

Normal visualization can be good and motivational, but not when
taken to an extreme by attempting to manipulate God. It is equally
wrong to allow one’s imagination to run wild in fantasies, or to visualize
money and possessions one may want believing that it is possible to ma-
terialize them through the power of one’s imagination. The occult can
do such things through demonic power, even to the extent of bending
metal and producing levitation.

The issue is the role and nature of our mind. The original fall
came through Satan’s temptation of Eve in this area. Because a weak-
ness in our mind has been inherited from our first parents, the bible in-
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structs us to renew and control our minds (Romans 12:1-3; 2
Corinthians 10:5). Renewal begins with the new birth as we humble
ourselves in repentance, confess our sins, and as a little child , believe
His word and accept Him as our Savior. However, the renewal process
continues as we grow up in Christ. We must always guard our thought
life and imagination, for the way of maturity is not the way of self exal-
tation; it is the lowly way that Jesus taught us to learn from Him (Mat-
thew 11:29, 5:3-12). The emphasis is never on ourselves; it is always on
Him. Who He is in us is far more important than who we are in Him.
Both are true, but the emphasis must be on Him!

But I am afraid, lest as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness,
your mind should be led astray from the simplicity and purity of
devotion to Christ. (2 Corinthians 11:3)

The gospel is the power of God for salvation to everyone who be-
lieves (Romans 1:16). The simplicity of the gospel is the answer to all
who seek life and reality. It is out of the simplicity of our mind and the
hunger of our heart, that we can know the mysteries of God.

Jesus asks everyone who is in bondage to sin, the poor, the op-
pressed, the hurting and the unloved, to come to Him. He loves you and
will save you.

If you are one who is involved in the occult or a cultic based or-
ganization, and you want to be free and become a child of God, you
must renounce Satan and forsake the occult as you repent and pray to re-
ceive the Lord into your heart.

Jesus said to him, “I am the way and the truth, and the life; no
one comes to the Father but through Me.” (John 14:6)

For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son,
that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal
life. (John 3:16)

Therefore having been justified by faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ . . . God demonstrates His own
love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for
us. Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we
shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him. (Romans 5:1,
8 9)



Forthe wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life
in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 6:23)

And the witness is this, that God has given us eternal life, and this
life is in His Son. He who has the Son has the life; he who does not
have the Son of God does not have life. (1 John 5:11-12)
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